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Policy:

The first dose of an antimicrobial medication (antibiotic, antifungal, antiviral) is to be given
within one (1) hour of the time the physician prescribes the antimicrobial. This expectation is
for all patients regardless of their location within the hospital patient care setting. (i.e. ECC,

Inpatient, Surgical Services, etc.)

1. If the physician prescribes more than one antimicrobial, one of the antimicrobials is to be
given within one (1) hour of the time the order was written. The next antimicrobial is to be

given within two (2) hours of the order.

2. If the physician writes for the antimicrobial(s) to be started after the collection of a
culture(s), the antimicrobial(s) will be started STAT after the culture(s) is/are obtained.

3. If the physician writes for an antimicrobial(s) and culture(s) simultaneously, the cultures
are to be obtained first, and the antimicrobials) started STAT after the culture(s) is/are

obtained.

4. If the culture(s) cannot be obtained within one (1) hour, the nurse should notify the

physician for further orders.




